Friends with you in the Fire
I am sure many of you are familiar with the popular modern worship song by Hillsong United
entitled “Another in the Fire” (2019). The opening lyrics are:
There's a grace when the heart is under fire
Another way when the walls are closing in
And when I look at the space between
Where I used to be and this reckoning
I know I will never be alone
There was another in the fire
Standing next to me
The title and major phrase refers to the account of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in the
furnace. They had been placed in the furnace for refusing to bow down and worship the idol of
Nebuchadnezzar. (Daniel 3). Our favorite passage is Nebuchadnezzar proclaiming, “But I see
four men, untied and walking around in the midst of the fire! No harm has come to them! And
the appearance of the fourth is like that of a god!” How we rejoice with the miracle and stand
firm on the promise that we will never be alone.
I love celebrating the miracle, but I also am thankful for the love and support of friends. There
are three friends who were willing to die for the Lord together. I am sure there was much prayer
and praising going on PRIOR to their big push into the furnace. Especially when the guards were
immediately incinerated when the door was opened (Daniel 3:22). What scripture doesn’t tell us,
is what was Daniel doing? Since prayer was an integral part of his relationship with God, we can
be confident that Daniel was praying for his friends. I imagine his prayer was for his friends to
maintain their faith, not give in to pressure, and have courage in the face of certain death. We
have the assurance of Jesus staying faithful, even when we are wavering in our faith. Some of the
ways Jesus encourages us is through our faithful friends; and He uses us to encourage our friends
when they are experiencing “times of fire”.
The Psalms were a prayer book during Daniel’s time and is a prayer book for us today. Search
the Psalms for a phrase, section, or entire Psalm that you can use to pray for a friend, colleague
or patient “in the fire” of life.
Blessings
Carrie
Find the song by Hillsong United here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zmNc0L7Ac5c
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