Week 12: “When you call, I will answer”
The Lord says, “When he calls to Me, I will answer him; I will be with him in trouble; I will
rescue him and honor him. (Psalm 91:15)
I think we take for granted the most amazing miracle in the Bible. The Creator of the
Universe listens to each individual prayer. And, if that is not mind boggling, that same Creator,
speaks directly to you, to me, and to everyone. He is not absent, nor does He require us to
perform some great display of pleading.
One my favorite incidences in the Bible that reveals God’s awesome power and
communication is found in the encounter between the prophet Elijah and the prophets of Baal.
Elijah confronts the Israelites with their disobedience and idolatry by saying, "How long will you
hesitate between two opinions? If the Lord is God, follow Him; but if Baal, follow him." (1
Kings 18:21). The Israelites are quiet and do not respond. So Elijah invites all the people to
witness a show-down between Yahweh and Baal.
“Then they [prophets of Baal] took the ox which was given them and they prepared it and called
on the name of Baal from morning until noon saying, "O Baal, answer us." But there was no
voice and no one answered. And they leaped about the altar which they made. It came about at
noon, that Elijah mocked them and said, ‘Call out with a loud voice, for he is a god; either he is
occupied or gone aside, or is on a journey, or perhaps he is asleep and needs to be awakened.’
So they cried with a loud voice and cut themselves according to their custom with swords and
lances until the blood gushed out on them. When midday was past, they raved until the time of
the offering of the evening sacrifice; but there was no voice, no one answered, and no one paid
attention.” (1 Kings 18:26-29)
I have to admit, I think the antics the prophets of Baal perform to get Baal’s attention is quite
entertaining. Until one realizes that there are still religions that require sacrifices, asceticism, and
various displays to communicate with their god(s). Yahweh hears and speaks to all people. It is
His Spirit that calls the unsaved and wicked inviting them into his love and grace. As a Christian
we have the promise that the Lord will hear us, answer us, and draw us closer to Himself (John
15:7). Combine our open access to communication with our devotion and we confidently abide
in the shadow of the Almighty as a devoted servant of the Most High.
Write out and memorize: Psalm 91:15
Reflect: Rewrite the passage Psalm 91:15 inserting your name. For example, When Carrie calls
to Me…. Then, write out specific ways the Lord is rescuing and honoring you.

Prayer/Praise: Write out a specific prayer of praise, thanking the Lord for how he has rescued
and honored you.
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