This name for God came from David’s Psalm, 23. As David meditated upon the Lord’s
guidance and care throughout his life, he called Yahweh, Roi or Shepherd. David was
reminded of his younger days when he was a young shepherd boy caring for a flock of
sheep.
The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.
He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters.
He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake.
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil:
for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.
Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies:
thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in
the house of the LORD for ever.
Noticed how David didn’t just say “The Shepherd” he personalized with “my”
communicating the intimate relationship David had with his LORD. Then David goes on to
describe all that a shepherd does for his sheep, in comparison to all his LORD had done for
him.
As New Testament believers, we are even more intimately acquainted with our shepherd,
the Great Shepherd, Jesus Christ. He knows us, he calls us by our name, we recognize his
voice, and he will lead us (John 10:3, 27).

The beautiful part of Psalm 23 is its familiarity to both Christians and non-Christians. The
simplistic verses provide guidance and comfort to even non-believers. Since most people
have heard of the passage, it is easy to share with patients and families, colleagues and
friends. I encourage you share the timeless truth of Yahweh Roi with others.
Here are a couple options of Psalm 23 to music:
Lead Me On by Audrey Assad https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CO7UXya62ko
Psalm 23 (KJV) sung: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O96GCJDJH-o

"We pray that “the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of
the Holy Spirit be with you all” (2 Corinthians 13:14).
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